
Name:                                     Dylan

Age:                                         February 1997

School start date:                  January 2008

Local Authority:                      Bury

SEA:                                        ASD with profound learning difficulties

Type of  Provision:                 Residential pupil, formerly day pupil



Dylan has ASD and a rare disorder known as Sotos Syndrome which 
affects his growth. After spending his primary school years close to 
home in Bury, his parents knew that the best outcome for Dylan 
would be at a specialist residential school and she fought and won 
that for him via a tribunal.

“I set my perimeters as soon as I knew we had won
the tribunal. I wanted a school within 90 minutes of
home, and I knew it would be best for Dylan if the 
living accommodation was actually on the school 
site rather than him needing a journey each day. I 
looked at eight or nine schools that appeared to 
offer that - but none of them did!

“Only Underley Garden offered in reality what they
offered via brochures and on the website.”

Dylan’s parents’ determination to find the right 
school, and the subsequent fight to win him a place 
at Underley Garden has been rewarded by the 
progress his family have seen, and keep seeing.

“I can honestly say that Dylan is different every time 
he comes home,” said Julie. Dylan goes home every 
other weekend. “Every time he is doing something 
he couldn’t do before. It might only be a small thing 
but it’s progress.”

“He’s made educational progress but he’s also made 
so much progress socially by forging relationships 
with the staff and other pupils and with his 
communication,” says Julie. “His progress in his 
independence is also so noticeable. He does little 
jobs at school and he’ll repeat them at home.”

The school is working closely with the family on 
ensuring Dylan integrates into his local home 
community as well as he does at school.

“A trip to the local shopping centre used to be ruled

by Dylan, and it was a bit chaotic to be honest,” Julie
admits candidly. “I think we just gave in to him for an 
easy life, but he’d be darting into a shop here, and a 
shop there all around Bury precinct.

“When we spoke to school about our problems, 
they arranged to send a member of his care team 
home for the weekend and he came out shopping 
with us.

“It made such a difference,” she said. “Andrew, his key
worker, taught us how to ensure we were in charge 
but Dylan could be given small incentives along the 
way. It was great for us all. They were teaching us 
the strategies that they use at school so it makes 
sense for Dylan and it helps us as well.”

“He’s made so much progress in so many ways. The
reward scheme in class really suits him,” she laughed.
“I think he’ll do almost any task if he thinks it might 
win him some time on the computer! He loves 
computers.”

He’s also developed a love of gardening at school 
which his parents have been able to continue with 
weekend visits to a gardening club near their home.

“He loves the gardening club and it’s something his 
Dad and I can do with him at weekends. He is given 
his own tasks and he loves filling the bird feeders. We 
really enjoy going with him, and we have to admire 
his determination to do a good job. It’s lovely to see 
him enjoying and completing his tasks each time.”

Dylan is making progress with his independent living
skills. He now makes a cup of tea, strips and remakes
his own bed, deals with his own laundry and 
completes the tasks he’s set at the school bungalow 
he shares with three other students.

Underley Garden encourages every pupil to have 
their own bedroom decorated as they wish. In Dylan’s 
case, this means minimalist. He doesn’t like pictures 
on the wall, and hasn’t been able to understand the 
concept of a wardrobe, so it has been removed.

“His clothes are now kept in his big rucksacks,” said
Julie. “I have had to learn to ‘let go’ of things that 
don’t matter and realise that if Dylan is happy with 
clean clothes out of a rucksack, it doesn’t matter. I 
found that difficult to accept at first but the school 
has helped teach me what really matters and what 
doesn’t.

“He interacts so well with the staff in the bungalow 
and his teachers, and I can see that. He has great 
affection for the team at school and those are the 
things that matter: the fact that he is happy at school.

“Never once has he cried when I have left Dylan at
school, and I know he’s happy there,” said Julie.

The family is hoping that Dylan will make the 
transition to the adult services provision at Underley 
Garden.

“As a family, we accept that Dylan will always need 
care, and I just hope to goodness he can stay where 
he knows the school, the place and the people, and 
is making excellent progress.”



“Dylan takes part in all aspects of school life.  He enjoys time in the 
classroom, with the wider school and outside in the community.”

“Dylan’s level of independence has improved enormously and this is directly linked to the activities that have 
been provided. The success of his programme is a result of the holistic approach and combined working of 
education and therapy staff. Highly personalised approaches offered to Dylan have been successful.”

“We also see how much his confidence has developed. The level of independence Dylan has developed will 
ensure a positive difference to his future life and it is a pleasure to witness him applying his learned skills to 
new and different situations.”

Head of Education


